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LOCAL NEWS
Topigs Norsvin South Africa implements 
genomics
This year marks the implementation of yet another 
innovation in the local breeding programme of Topigs 
Norsvin South Africa. The addition of genomic data for 
breeding value estimation and selection will bring 
tremendous advances in genetic improvement. The 
sampling of pure-line animals at Rietfontein Nucleus 
started towards the end of 2023. Since then, a regular 
schedule for exporting samples has been established and 
genotyping is routinely done. The first animals for which 
genomic data was incorporated in breeding value 
estimation were available for selection in February.

Utilising genomic information increases the rate of 
genetic improvement through:
• improved accuracy in estimating relationships between

animals;
• accounting for the direct effect of markers with known

direct effects on specific traits; and
• verifying parentage.

The addition of genomics to Topigs Norsvin South
Africa’s breeding programme will contribute to between 
30% and 40% faster genetic progress. Our customers can 
expect to see the effect of this in increased performance 
improvements at a commercial level in the near future.

Absa raises R1,5 million for sustainable 
school gardens
Absa continues its commitment to community impact 
with the launch of sustainable food gardens in schools 
across five provinces. As the title sponsor of the Absa 
RUN YOUR CITY Series since 2021, the bank’s 2023 
campaign – Together we can do more, Siyabangena – 
encouraged participants to raise funds through the 
fitness app Strava. For every kilometre ran or walked by a 
Team Absa member, the bank pledged a donation of R1, 
totalling R1,5 million raised.

The funds have been allocated to establishing 

sustainable food gardens in five selected schools and 
communities, including Mautse Primary School in 
Rosendal, Ndunakazi Primary School in KwaXimba, 
Strelitzia Primary School in Bethelsdorp, Ennis Thabong 
Primary School in Hartbeespoort, and Northern Cape 
Agricultural High School. Jabulile Nsibanyoni, head of 
sponsorships at Absa, expressed gratitude to 
participants, emphasising the initiative’s impact on 
community growth and development. Absa’s partnership 
with Urban Harvest ensures schools receive training and 
tools for sustainable gardening, promoting experiential 
learning and environmental responsibility.
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